
The public is relying on television news for updates during the coronavirus pandemic, but 
not all viewers are getting the same story. Our study reveals that coverage of the virus is 
politicized in ways that seem to put profit and partisanship above public health, particularly 
on Fox News and MSNBC. 

As part of this report, we’ve gathered information about the cable networks’ top advertisers. 
These organizations knowingly or unknowingly condone this politicized coverage. If you 
find the coverage troubling, you can contact these organizations to advocate for change or 
change your purchasing behavior. 

 

TOP 10 ADVERTISERS BY NETWORK
Based on estimated dollars, January 21 – June 12, 2020

These data are provided by Kantar/CMAG for Fox News Channel and MSNBC from Monday-Friday from 5pm-12am. CMAG tracks local broadcast television advertising in 
210 media markets as well as on 10 national broadcast networks and more than 80 national cable networks. Tracked sponsors include candidates, parties, independent 
expenditure-only political committees, 501(c)(4) organizations, all advocacy/trade/interest groups and other non-candidate and non-party organizations. Please note 
that Kantar/CMAG does not track local cable.

MSNBC

1.	 Progressive

	 Email

	 Call: 440-395-0803

2.	 Liberty Mutual

	 Email

3.	 Biktarvy

	 Email

4.	 Allstate

	 Email

5.	 Wayfair.com

	 Email

6.	 Humira

	 Conact Online

7.	 Otezla

	 Email

	 Call: 805-447-1423

8.	 Chase Bank

	 Email

9.	 Trulicity

	 Email

10.	 T-Mobile Wireless

	 Email

Fox News

1.	 MyPillow 

	 Email 

2.	 Leaffilter Gutter Contractor

	 Call: 877-439-1326

3.	 Progressive

	 Email

	 Call: 440-395-0803

4.	 Nutrisystem Inc

	 Email

5.	 Shriners Hospitals For Children

	 Call: 801-536-3769

6.	 PC Pitstop PC

	 Email

7.	 Sandals Resorts Caribbean

	 Contact Online

8.	 SimpliSafe

	 Email

9.	 Liberty Mutual

	 Email

10.	 Kardia Mobile

	 Email

https://mediaengagement.org/coronavirus-network-coverage/
mailto:Jeff_E_Sibel@progressive.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:mediarelations@libertymutual.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:public_affairs@gilead.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:mediateam@allstate.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:PR@wayfair.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
https://www.abbvie.com/contactus.html
mailto:cassidy@amgen.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:greg.hassell@chase.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:tarsis.lopez@lilly.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:MediaRelations@T-Mobile.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
mailto:mediainquiry@mypillow.com?subject=Affiliation%20with%20Biased%20News%20Coverage&body=Hello%2C%0A%0AI%E2%80%99m%20writing%20to%20inform%20you%20of%20a%20recent%20analysis%20of%20coronavirus%20news%20coverage%20that%20identified%20Fox%20News%20and%20MSNBC%20as%20networks%20that%20delivered%20politicized%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus%20to%20viewers.%20As%20a%20top%20advertiser%20on%20one%20of%20these%20networks%2C%20I%20believe%20you%20have%20a%20responsibility%20to%20be%20aware%20of%20this%20issue%20and%20to%20push%20for%20change%20at%20the%20network.%0A%0AThe%20study%2C%20conducted%20by%20the%20Center%20for%20Media%20Engagement%20and%20available%20at%20https://bit.ly/CMELearnTheLean%2C%20showed%20that%20people%20were%20shown%20different%20coverage%20depending%20on%20what%20network%20they%20watched.%20An%20analysis%20of%20transcripts%20showed%20differences%20in%20the%20people%20and%20organizations%20referenced%2C%20the%20language%20used%2C%20and%20the%20factual%20claims%20made%20in%20the%20coverage%20of%20the%20virus.%20At%20a%20time%20when%20the%20public%20needed%20facts%2C%20these%20differences%20revealed%20that%20cable%20networks%20were%20politicizing%20the%20virus.%0A%0AAs%20a%20media%20consumer%2C%20I%20find%20this%20trend%20extremely%20troubling.%20I%20urge%20you%20to%20reach%20out%20to%20your%20contacts%20at%20the%20network%20and%20ask%20them%20to%20commit%20to%20providing%20coverage%20that%20is%20not%20politicized%20and%20to%20clearly%20label%20whether%20a%20program%20is%20news%20or%20opinion%20so%20viewers%20are%20fully%20aware%20of%20the%20type%20of%20content%20they%20are%20watching.%20%0A%0AThank%20you%20for%20your%20time%2C%0A
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